by Cynthia L. Gelomb

Statistics remind us that divorce is a

LOMmmon occurrence in our community. In

1995, the Maryland Department of Health .
and Mental Hygiene reported that in Howard
County for every 1. 578 marriage licenses
issued; there were 746 divoree decrees
granted,

While separation and divorce occur fre-
quently, as the old song goes, "breaking up
15 hard to do.” Not only are the husband and
wife affected by the separation and divorce,
but obviously, any children of the SpOUSes
are: affected as well. What may not be so
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Cbvious is the impact that separation and
divorce may have on grandchiidren of the
spouses, Depending on how matters are
handled, future penerations may be either
severely or moderately affected by the par-

—_ dicular actions of their ancestors in a di-

vorce action.

[n resolving family difficulties, it is the
goal of an attorney to help clients make
decisigns so that they can move forward
with their lives in the most positive and
productive way possible. For example, it
may not be unusual for a client to consult
with an attorney about family law and con-
clude that a separation or divorce 15, it fact,
ot what he or she wishes to pursue. For
others, however, the marita| relationship is
in such disrepair that there is little anyone
can do to salvage the situation. In such
Instances, while each case has its unigque
features, certain typicat themes in domestic
relations cases emerge.

Tobegin, getting a divorce in Maryland
usuatly takes a long -time, Unlike other

jurisdictions, Maryland has no “auickie”

divorce. Most people usually obtain an ab-
solute (i.e, final) divorce on one of the two
"no fault” grounds available. The first, the
ground of voluntary separation, requires
the spouses to agree voluntarily to live
separdte ‘and apart’ for at least one year
before becoming eligible to file an applica-
tron for an absolute divorce. The second,
the ground of a two year separation, does
not require a voluntary agreement of the
spouses to live separate and apart. How-
ever, this ground requires that the spouses
live separate and apart for at least two years
before becoming eligible to file an applica-
tion for an absolute divorce, Upon becom-
ing eligible to file for an absolute divorce,
even In uncontested actions, it is not un-
usual for the entire process to take an addi-

tional three to six months from the date of

the filing before the final divorce decree is
completed. |

In addition to the time involved, it is
expensive to get a divorce. Establishing
two households so that the spouses can live
separate and apart, fulfilling child support
and alimony obligations, or simply paying
ordinary bills that need to be paid are costly
undertakings for most people. Financial

difficulties are often one of the causes of the
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disintegration of the marital relationship.
Separation and divorce can provoke other
negative financial consequences such as
foreclosure or bankruptcy.

After contemplating one’s situation and
the many negatives associated with Separa-
tion and divorce, what can 3 person do if a
reasonable marital relationship cannot be
sustained? Before doing anything, itis help-
ful to learn about the possible tegal conse-
quences of one's actions, Usually, this is
accomplished efficiently by consulting an |
attorney. An initial meeting need not be an
¢xpensive undeMaking.- Many attorneys
offer afree initial consuitarion. An attorney
can explain the meaning of legal vocabu-
lary, the process of divorce, and answer
individual questions specific to the situa-
tion of the ¢lient.’

Second, it is important for a person to
become knowledgeable about his or her
financtal affairs. Many people, some of
themn with significant in::t::rnaﬂa have lim-
ited information about their family’s bud-
get, assets and liabilities. While this
information can be obtained through for-
mal pre-trial discovery procedures, itis less

- expensive to retrieve as much of this infor-

mation as possible informally,

Third, it is helpful for a person to find a
safe place to vent feelings of anger, hurt and
disappointment, Having a counselor or

" working with a support group ay alleviate

the pain associated with this difficult time.
For someone who is a_parem, there is a
wonderful organization located in Colum-

bia called Children of Separation and [i-
vorce, Inc., which provides these sepsvces,
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gt t0 reach a negotiated settlement
with the~gpouse, There &€ many ways to
achieve as€itlement #hd many profession-
als, including abeffrieys and mediators, can
assist. While"settlefrent is desirable, it is
probablyhot a good ided~c sigh a settle-
mentagreement without consiing an at-
atney beforehand to be sure that the
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in addition to the time involved, it is
expensive to pet a divorce. Establishing
two households so that the spouses can live
separate and apar, ful filling child support
and alimony obligations, or simply paying
ordinary bills that need to be paid are costly
undertakings for most people. FFinancial
difficulties are often one of the causes ofthe
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"FaurnT, mitnbugh not always possible,
attempt to reach a negotiated settlement

with the spouse. There are many ways to

achieve a settlement, and many profession-
als. including attorneys and mediators, can
assist. While settlement is desirable, it is
probably not a good idea to sign a settle-
ment agreement without consuiting an at-
torney beforehand to be sure that the
docurnent is understood, If settlement does
not appear to be an option, before embark-
ing on a course of litigation, be aware that
litigation is eXpensive. Litigation can also
be & roll of the dice. What appears abso-
lutely clear and proper in one.person’s view
may not be so clear and proper to a stranger
listening to the case, [fthe stranger happens
to be wearing a black robe and deciding the
matter before him or her, results may be
very different from what was initially an-
ticipated.

Lastly, it is useful for a person contem-
plating separation anddivorce tothink about
where he or she would like to be five years
after the separation. Priorities evolve, and

what was initially important may change. |

Keep in mind what-may be the most diffy-
cult thing to remember: maintain a perspec-
tive that divorce is a process, not a single
event. “

Cynthia L. Gﬂ}ﬂfﬂb practices law in
Maryland and has her main office in Ho word
County. She can be reached at 41 0-331-
[619.




	Reflections on Divorce.pdf
	Reflections on Divorce 2.pdf

